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MILLARD FILLMORE. 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF HIS ANTECEDENTS. 



MiLLABD FnxMOEE was bom in the township of Locke, Cayuga 
county, Western New-York, 7th Jan. 1800. He is consequently 
at present in the 57th year of his age, and his preservation, as an 
amateur of paintings would say, is remarkably good. The first 
records of his family lead us to Essex county, Mass., where, on 
the 19th of June, 1701, John Fillmore, a mariner, intermarried 
with Abigail, daughter of Abraham and Deliverance Tilton. These 
names carry us back to the times of the early Puritans. 

Nathaniel Fillmore, of Bennington, Vermont, grandson of the 
aforesaid John Fillmore, mariner, and father of the subject of this 
sketch, intermarried with Ph<Bbe Millard, daughter of Doctor 
Abiathar MiUard, of Pittsfield, Mass., a lady whose many virtues 
and domestic accomplishments will survive the stone on which 
they stand recorded. 

Two years after Millard's birth, Nathaniel Fillmore lost his pro- 
perty in Locke township, and removed, in 1802, to Sempronius 
(now Niles), where he resided for twenty-one years, after which he 
made his final removal to Aurora, where he still resides, in the 
enjoyment of a vigorous old age. 

Until his fifteenth year, Millard Fillmore assisted his father on 
the farm, and such education as he received was snatched in the 
intervals of labor ; he was then verbally apprenticed to a wool- 
comber and clothier in the neighborhood, and found employment 
during the winter months as a teacher, in order to clothe himself 
and buy such books as he required for further progress. 

In his nineteenth year, his acquirements, so far superior to his 
station, recommgiided him to the notice of the late Judge Wood, 
of Cayuga, who helped him with money enough to purchase the 
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remainder of his time from his employer. After this he entered 
the judge's office where he studied law and general literature, and 
picked up a competent knowledge of landnsurveying, with the pro- 
ceeds of which, and by teaching school during winter, he was soon 
enabled to clear off all pecuniary indebtedness to his benefector. 
In 1822, he entered a law office in Buffido, and was admitted to 
practice in the spring of the succeeding year. In 1826, he married 
Abigail Powers, a descendant on the mother's side from the Le- 
landes, of Sherborn, Mass.; and two years afterwards, he was 
elected, by a fusion of Whig and Anti-masonic votes, to the State 
Legislature. His own district returned him to serve in the 23d, 
25th, 26th, and 27th Congresses, in the last of which he filled the 
important post of Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
His professional engagements were now so large that he reftised 
to serve in Congress any more, the 27th Congress having expired 
March, 1843. In 1844, there was a strong effort made by the 
Whigs of New-York to put his name for vice-president on a ticket 
^vith Henry Clay's for president. Elected as Comptroller of New- 
York State in 1847, he was finally elected vice-president under 
Gen. Taylor, in 1848 ; and by the death of that honest and lamented 
officer on the 9th of July, 1860, Millard Fillmore, the wool-comb- 
er's apprentice of Cayuga county, became called upon to discharge 
the functions of the highest office now, or at any former period, 
known to, or existing among men. As this memoir is not a 
political one, we shaU content ourselves with saying, that Daniel 
Webster was Secretary of State under Mr. Fillmore up to the 
period of his death, and was succeeded in that high and arduous 
post by the Hon. Edward Everett. In the fall of 1854, Mr. Fill- 
more, having suffered severe domestic afflictions, set out for a tour 
of Europe ; and was only recalled from there by the announcement 
of his unsolicited nomination at Philadelphia. 

In person he is about five feet nine inches in height, of a full but 
not unwieldy habit, and with a countenance whose natural bene- 
volence is set off by the profusion of silvery ludr which clusters 
round his square and massive forehead. His mind is logical, and 
his style of speaking is argumentative and close, without the small- 
est pretensions to rhetoric. His language is remarkably clear, and 
the precision with which he analyses a sophistical statement gives 
ample evidence that his legal education has not been thrown away. 
Without the harshness or angularities of "Mr. Gradgrind," who 
was forever calling for " facts," Mr. Fillmore seems to feel the same 
substantial hunger, and never allows himself to hii satisfied with a 
mere theory. 



AMERICAN PLATFOBM. 



AMERICAN PLATFORM PUT FORTH AT PHILA. 

DELPTTTA, Feb 22, 1866. 

1. Au humble acknowledgment to the Supreme Being who 
rules the Universe, for His protecting care, vouchsafed to oui 
Others in their successful Revolutionary struggle, and hitherto 
manifested to us, their descendents, in the preservation of the lib- 
erties, the independence and the union of these States. 

2. The perpetuation of the Federal Union, as the palladium of 
our civil and religious liberties, and the only sure bulwark of 
American Independence. 

3. Americana must rule America^ and, to this end, native-horn 
citizens should be selected for all State, Federal, and municipal 
offices, or government employment, in preference to naturalized 
citizens; nevertheless^ 

4. Persons bom of American parents residing temporarily 
abroad, should be entitled to all the rights of native-bom citizens; 
but, 

5. "No person should be selected for political station (whether 
of native or foreign birth,) who recognizes any allegiance or obli- 
gation of any description to any foreign prince, potentate, or power, 
or who refuses to recognize the Federal and State Constitution 
(each within its sphere) as paramount to all other laws as rules of 
political acticm. 

6. The unqualified recognition and maintenance of the reserv- 
ed rights of the several States, and the cultivation of harmony 
and fraternal good-will, between the citizens of the several States, 
and to this end, non-interference by Congress with questions ap- 
pertaining solely to the individual States, and non-intervention by 
each State with the affairs of any other State. 

7. The recognition of the right of the native-bom and natur- 
alized citizens of the United States, permanently residing in any 
Territory thereoi^ to frame their constitution and laws, and to re- 
gulate their domestic and social af^drs in their own mode, subject 
only to the provisions of the Federal Constitution, with the right of 
admission into the Union whenever they have their requisite popu- 
lation for one Representative in Congress. Provided always^ 
That none but those who are citizens thereof, and State, xmder the 
Constitution and laws thereoi^ and who have a fixed residence in 
any such Territory, ought to participate in the formation of the 
Constitution, or in the enactment of laws for said Territory or 
State. 

8. An enforcement of the principle that no State or Territory 
can admit others than native-bom citizens to the right of suffi-age, 
or of holding political office, unless such person maiH have been 
naturalized according to the laws of the United States. 

9. A change in the laws of naturalization, making a continued 
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residence of twenty-one years, of all not heretofore provided for, 
an indispensable requisite of citizenship hereafter, and excludins: 
aU paapirs and per^^ns convicted of crLe from lading upon oi^ 
shores; but no mterference with the vested rights of foreigners, 

10. Opposition to any union between Church and State: no 
interference with religious faith or worship, and no test oaths foi 
office, except those indicated in the 6th section of this platform. 

11. Free and thorough investigation into any and all alleged 
abuses of public functionaries, and a strict economy in public ex- 
penditure. 

12. The maintenance and enforcement of all laws until said laws 
shall be repealed, or shall be declared null and void by competent 
judicial authority. 

13. Opposition to the reckless and unwise policy of the present 
administration in the general management of our national affairs, 
and more especially as shown in removing " Americans" (by desig- 
nation) and conservatives in principle, from office, and placing 
foreigners and ultraists in their places ; as shown in a truckling 
subserviency to the stronger, and an insolent and cowardly bravado 
towards the weaker powSrs ; as shown in ren^pening secfional agi- 
tation, by the repeal of the Missouri Compromise ; as shown in 
grantiag to unnaturalized fbreigners the right to suffrage in Kansas 
and Nebraska ; as shown in its vacillating course on the Kansas and 
Nebraska question ; as shown in the removal of Judge Bronson from 

, the collectorship of New- York upon false and untenable grounds ; 
as shown in the corruptions which pervade some of the depart- 
ments of the Government ; as shown in disgracing meritorious 
naval officers through prejudice or caprice ; and as shown in the 
blundering mismanagement of our foreign relations. 

14. Therefore, to remedy existing evils, and prevent the disas- 
trous consequences otherwise resulting therefrom, we would build 
up the « American party," upon the principles herein before stated, 
eschewing all sectional questions, and muting upon those purely na- 
tional, and admitting into said party all American citizens (referred 
to in the 8d, 4th, and 6th sections), who openly avow the princi- 
ples and opinions heretofore expressed, and who will subscribe 
their names to this platform. Provided^ nevertheless, that a ma- 
jority of itiOBe members present at any meeting of a local Council 
where an applicant applies for membershh) in uie American party, 
may, for any reason by them deemed sufficient, deny admission to 
such applicant. 

15th. A free and open discusdon of all political principles em- 
braced iQ our platform. 
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8 JOHN CHABLES FBEMONT. 

larities with rigor. Shortly after he surveyed the rsdkoad line 
between Charleston and Augnsta, and was associated with Capt- 
Wniiams and Gen. McNeill in exploring the mountain passes 
between South-Carolina and Tennessee. Under M. Nicollet, he 
surveyed and mapped the sources of the Mississippi and Missouri, 
as far up as the British line ; and in 1838, he was appointed Second 
Lieutenant in the corps of Topographical Engineers, reorganized 
by Gen. Jackson, with the provision that half the corps should be 
taken fironi the civil service. He had previously passed the ex- 
amination for Professor of Mathematics in the U. S. Navy, but did 
not avail himself of the temptiag position. In 1841, having been 
for some years on terms of intimacy with the femily of the Hon. 
Thomas Benton, of Mo., he married Jessie, the second daughter 
of that respected senator. The match was not approved by 
the young lady's father, and consequently had to be performed 
clandestinely by a Roman Catholic priest, in the absence of 
any other clergyman bold enough to officiate. In 1842, he 
started on his first great exploring expedition to discover a pass 
across the Rocky Mountains — ^the South Pass being the one spe- 
cially aimed at ; and it was there that he planted the American 
flag on the highest pinnacle of the "Wind River Peak, 13,000 feet 
above the level of the ocean. On his successful return, he was 
dispatched a second time, with instructions to connect his explor- 
ations with the surveys of the Pacific coast, then being made by 
Capt. Wilkes, U. S. N. It was after his departure on this second 
expedition that Mrs. Fremont withheld the orders recalling him — 
an omission for which Science yet remaiDS in her debt. He then 
discovered the Inland Sea, and ftOfiUed his instructions to the letter. 
In his third expedition, he first visited Mariposa, first hoisted the 
American flag in Califomia, and, in company with Commodore 
Stodkton, made the conquest of that modem Eldorado. For this 
he was afterwards court-martialed and dismissed the service — a 
sentence which the President revoked, at the sam^e time restoring 
his rank and ordering him to rejoin his regiment. But Fremont 
did not wish to expose himself a second time to the jealousy of the 
West^Point officers : he resigned, and organized a fourth expedi- 
tion out of his own ftinds. After this, he settled on his Mariposa 
purchase, and was the first IT. S. senator elected by Califomia. 
He then organized a fifth expedition, during whidi the greater 
number of his feUow-voyagers were either frozen or starved to 
death. Tired at length of savage U&, or having exhausted its 
varieties, he went to Europe, where he was received with profound 
respect by all the most eminent scientific mvana and associations 
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of France, Gennany, and England. The great gold medal ol 
PmBfida was transmitted to him by Baron Hmnboldt, in a letter ac- 
knowledging the great services be had rendered to the sciences 
of astronomy, geography, botany, geology, and meteorology. In 
1855, he returned and took up his residence in New-York City; 
and on the 19th of June, 1856, received the unanimous nomination 
of the Republican Convention assembled at Philadelphia. Col. 
Fremont is of a spare figure, but remarkably compact and sym- 
metrical ; his eyes are very piercing, his head well formed and 
finely balanced, and his whole appearance is a justification of the 
obstinate attachment which his wife exhibited to his fortunes. 



REFUBLICAIIf PLATFORM PUT FORTH AT PHILA- 
DELPHIA, JuNB 18, 1866. 

This Conv^ition of Delegates, assembled in pursuance of a call 
addressed to the people of the United States, without regard to 
past political differences or divisions, who are opposed to the re- 
peal of the Missouri Compromise ; to the policy of the present 
Administration ; to the extension of Slavery into Free Territory ; 
in fiivor of admitting Kansas as a dee State ; of restoring the ac- 
tion of the Federal Government to the principles of Washington 
and JsFFEBSON, and who purpose to unite in presenting candidates 
for tibie offices of President and Vice-President, do resolve as fol- 
lows: 

JResolved^ That the maintenance of the principles promulgated 
in the Declaration of Lidependence and embodied in the Federal 
Constitution are essential to the preservation of our Republican in- 
stitutions, and t^at the Federal Constitution, the rights of the 
States, and the union of the States shall be preserved. 

Resolved^ That, with our Republican Others, we hold it to be a 
self-evident truth, that all men are [endowed with the inalienable 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; and that the 
pnmary object and ulterior designs of our Federal Government were, 
to secure these rights to all persons within its exclusive jurisdiction ; 
that, as our Republican Others, when they had abolished Slavery in 
aU our national territory, ordained that no person should be de- 

E rived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law, it 
ecomes our duty to mamtam this provision of the Constitution 
agunst all attempts to violate it for the purpose of establishing 
^very in any territory of the United States, by po^tive legisla- 
tion prohibiting its existence or extension therein. That we deny 
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the authority of Confess, of a territorial legislature, of any indivi 
ual or association' of individnals, to give legal existence to Slavery 
in any territory of the United States, whue the present Constitu- 
tion shall be maintained* 

liesolvedy That the Constitution confers upon Congress sovereign 
power over the territories of the United States for their govern- 
ment, and that in the exercise of this power it is hoth the right 
and the duty of Congress to prohibit in the territories those twin 
relics of barbarism— Polygamy and Slavery. 

Resolved^ That while the Constitution of the United States was 
ordained and established by the people in order to form a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, pro- 
vide for the common defence, and secure the blessings of liberty ; 
and contains ample provisions for the protection of the life, liberty, 
and property of every citizen ; the dearest Constitutional rights of 
the people of Kansas, have been fraudulently and violently taken 
from them — ^their territory has been invaded by an armed force — 
spurious and pretended legislative, judicial, and executive officers 
have been set over them, oy whose usurped authority, sustained 
by the military power of the government, tyrannical and unconsti- 
tutional laws have been enacted and enforced — ^the rights of the 
people to keep and bear arms have been infringed — test oaths of 
an extraordinary and entangling nature have been imposed, as a 
condition of exercising the right of suffrage and holding office — 
the right of an accused person to a speedy and pubUc trial by an 
impartial jury has been denied — the right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects against imrea 
sonable searches and seizures has been violated — ^they have been 
deprived of life, liberty, and property, without due process of law 
— that the freedom of speech and of the press has been abridged 
— ^the right to choose their representatives has been made of no 
effect — ^murders, robberies, and arsons have been instigated and en- 
couraged, and the offenders have been allowed to go unpunished — 
that afi these things have been done with the knowledge, sanction, 
and procurement of thepresent Administration, and wiat for this 
high crime against the Constitution, the Union, and humanity, we 
arraign the Administration, the President, his advisers, agents, sup- 
porters, apologists and accessories either before or after the £icte, 
before the country and before the world ; and that it is our fixed 
purpose to bring the actual perpetrators of these atrocious out- 
rages and their accomplices to a sure and condign punishment 
hereafter. 

Resolved^ That Kansas should be immediately admitted as a 
State of the Union, with her present free constitution, as at once 
the most effectual way of securing to her citizens the enjoyments 
of the rights and privileges to which they are entitled, and of end- 
ing the civil strife now raging in her territory. 
^ Besolvedy That the Mghwavman's plea, that ^^ might makes 
right," embodied in the Ostend circular, was in every respect un- 
worthy of American diplomacy, and would bring shame and dis- 
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honor upon any government or people that gave it their sanc- 
tion, 

JResolved^ That a Baikoad to the Pacific Ocean, by the most 
central and practical route, is imperatively demanded by the in- 
terests of the whole country, and that the Federal Government 
ought to render immediate and efficient aid in its construction ; 
^id as an auxiliary thereto, the immediate construction of an emi- 
grant route on the line of the railroad* 

JResolved^ That appropriations by Congress for the improvement 
of rivers and harbors, of a national character, required for the ac- 
commodation and security of our existing commerce, are authoriz- 
ed by the Constitution, and justified by the obligation of govern- 
ment to protect the lives and property of its citizens. 

jResolvedy That we invite the affiliation and co-operation of the 
men of aU parties, however different from us in other respects, in 
support of the principles herein declared ; and believing that the 
spmt of our institutions, as well as the Constitution of our coun- 
try, guarantees Ubertv of conscience and equality of rights among 
citizens, we oppose all legislation impairing their security. 
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JAMES BUCHANAN 



A RAPID SUMMARY OF HIS LIFE 



Jamss Buchanan, the candidate of the Democratic party, was 
bom at Stony Batter, Franklin county, Pa., on the 23d of April, 
1791. He is consequently at present in the 66th year of his age. 
His &.ther, a native of Donegal, Ireland, emigrated to this country 
in 1783, and intermarried with Elizabeth Speer, daughter of a 
respectable &rm^ in Adams county. Pa. In 1798, Mr. Buchanan^s 
&ther removed to Mercersburgh for the sake of educating his son, 
who made such progress, that, in his fourteenth year, he was ad- 
mitted into DickinsQn College, Cumberland county, then imder 
the presidency of Dr. Davidson, a justly celebrated scholar. In 
1809, he graduated, having been presented by unanimous vote to 
the Faculty for the highest collegiate honors ; but Mr. Buchanan 
was also a backwoodsman of considerable renown; and it might 
have been questioned at this period, whether he would eventually 
become more distinguished for Ms mental attainments, or for the 
unerring precision of his um with the rifle. On the 17th of Nov., 
1812, being then just come of age, he was admitted to the bar; 
and at the legal profession soon obtained a portion which made 
him the rival and honored antagonist of the Baldwins, Gibsons, 
Duncans, Breckinridges, and Dallasses, whose names stand out as 
beacons in the forensic history of that law-loving State. In his 
26th year, he was entrusted and successfully with the sole defence 
of a judge arraigned upon articles of impeadunent before the State 
Senate ; and at thirty he commanded the largest and most exten- 
sive practice of any lawyer in Pennsylvania. About diis time he 
was elected to Congress, and served for ten years, after which he 
declined a reelection. In 1831, he retired from his profession, 
having accumulated a suflidency ; and never afterwards appeared, 
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except in the case of a poor widow, whosfc whole property was at 
stake, and for the vindication of whose title he reftised all recom- 
pense. But we anticipate onr story. In 1814, he volunteered as 
a private soldier in the war then raging with Great Britain— and 
was elected to the State Legislature in the same year. In 1816, 
he was reelected, and took part against the United States Bank. In 
1820, he first entered Congress, and then took his stand against the 
Missouri Compromise, passed in the preceding session, and also was 
among the first, if not the very first, to call attention to the imports 
ance of Cuba, as a hereditament in which the United States had a 
residuary interest. Shortly after Mr. Buchanan's voluntary retire- 
ment from Congress, he was again called to the public service by 
Gen. Jackson, who appointed him Minister to Russia, with which 
country, at the time, our diplomatic relations were in an extremely 
embarrassed and delicate condition. In this mission he negotiated 
the first commercial treaty ever made between the United States 
and the Czar. On his return, in 1 833, he was elected to the United 
States Senate, and did important service in sustaining the policy 
and'measures of his old friend Andrew Jackson, then most violently 
assailed. In 1 836, he supported the " expunging resolutions," which 
Mr. Benton introduced to vindicate the name and honor of " Old 
Hickory." In 1844, he was made Secretary of State under the ad- 
ministration of James K. Polk ; and when he left that post, an em- 
pire had been added to the national domain as the result of the war 
with Mexico, and the threatened rupture with England had been 
averted in a manner highly honorable and satisfactory to this govern- 
ment. On the accession of Mr. Pierce, in 1852, Mr. Buchanan was 
induced to accept the post of Minister to England ; and while dis- 
charging his duties there, took part in the celebrated Ostend Con- 
ference, which was a meeting of our foreign ministers for the ar- 
rangement of a plan of definite and harmonious action. Shortly 
after his resignation and return, he received, on the 2d of June, 
1856, the nomination of the Democratic Convention assembled at 
Cincinnati, an honor which he cordially and gratefully accepted. 

In his private life, he is distinguished for the method and integ- 
rity of his habits ; his manners are dignified without coldness, and 
grave without any affectation of superiority. His charities have 
been judicious and extensive, and, whether elected or not to the 
highest office in the gift of a free people, his memory will long sur- 
\ivb in the grateftd recollection of the many widows and orphans 
who stand indebted to his bounty. 
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM PUT FORTH AT CINCIN- 

NATI, May 22, 1856. 

Hesolved^ That the American Democracy {>laoe their trust in the 
intelligence, the patriotism, and the discnminating justice of the 
American people. 

JResolvecty That we regard this as a distinctive feature of our 
political creed, which we are proud to maintain before the world 
as a great moral element in a lorm of government springing from 
and upheld by the popular will ; and we contrast it with the creed 
and practice of Federalism, under whatever name or form, which 
seeks to palsy the will of the constituent, and which conceives no 
imposture too monstrous for the popular credulity. 

jResolvedj therefore, That, entertaining these views, the Demo- 
cratic party of this Union, through their delegates assembled in 
general Convention, coming toge^er in a spirit of concord, of de- 
votion to the doctrines and faith of a free representative govern- 
ment, and appealing to their fellow-citizens for the rectitude of their 
intentions, renew and reassert before the American people, the de- 
clarations of principles avowed by them, when, on former occa- 
sions, in general Convention, they have presented their candidates 
for the popular suffrage. 

1. That the Federju Government is one of limited power, deriv- 
ed solely from the Constitution, and the grants of power made 
therein ought to be strictly construed by all the departments and 
agents of the Government that it is inexpedient and dangerous to 
exercise doubtful constitutional powers. 

2. That the Constitution does not confer upon the General Gov- 
ernment the power to commence and carry on a general system of 
internal improvements. 

3. That the Constitution does not confer authority upon the 
Federal Government, directly or indirectly, to assume the debts of 
the several States, contracted for local and internal improvements, 
or other State purposes, nor would such assumption be just or expe- 
dient. 

4. That justice and sound policy forbid the Federal Government 
to foster one branch of industry to the detriment of another, or to 
cherish the interests of one portion of our common country ; that 
every citizen and every section of the country has a right to de- 
mand and insist upon an equality of rights and privileges, and a 
complete and ample protection of persons and property from do- 
mestic violence and foreign aggression. 

5. That it is the duty of every branch of the Government to en- 
force and practice the most rigid economy in conducting our pub- 
lic a&irs, and that no more revenue ought to be raised than is re- 
quired to defray the necessary expenses of the Government, and 
gradual but certain extinction of the public debt. 
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6. That the proceeds of the public lands ought to be sacredly 
applied to the national objects specified in the Constitution, and 
that we are opposed to any law for the distribution of such pro- 
ceeds among the States, as alike inexpedient in policy and repug- 
nant to the Constitution. 

7. That Congress has no power to charter a National Bank ; that 
we believe such* an institution one of deadly hostiKty to the best 
interests of this country, dangerous to our Republican institutions 
and the liberties of the people, and calculated to place the business 
of the country within the control of a consecrated money power 
and above the laws and will of the people ; and the results of the 
Democratic legislation in this and all other financial measures, upon 
which issues have been made between the two political parties of 
the country, have demonstrated to candid and practical men of all 
parties their soundness, safety and utility in aU business pursuits. 

8. That the separation of the moneys of the Government firom 
banking institutions is indispensable to the safety of the :^ds of 
the Government and the rights of the people. 

9. That we are decidedly opposed to taking from the President 
the qualified Veto power, by which he is enabled, under restrictions 
and responsibilities amply sufficient to guard the public interests, 
to suspend the passage of a bill whose merits can not secure the 
approval of two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representa 
tives, until the judgment of the people can be obtained thereon ; 
and which has saved the American people from the corrupt and 
tyrannical dominion of the Bank of the United States, and from a 
corrupting system of general internal improvements. 

10. That the liberal principles embodied by Jefierson in the 
Declaration of Independence, and sanctioned in the Constitution, 
which makes ours the land of liberty and the asylum of the op- 
pressed of every nation, have ever been cardinal principles in the 
Democratic faith ; and every attempt to abridge the privilege of 
becoming citizens and the owners of soil among us ought to be 
resisted with the same spirit which swept the alien and sedition 
laws from our statute books. 

And whereas^ Since the foregoing declaration was uniformly 
adopted by our predecessors in National Conventions, an adverse 
political and religious test has been secretly organized by a party 
claiming to be exclusively Americans, and it is proper that the 
American Democracy should clearly define its relations thereto ; 
and declares its determined opposition to all secret political socie- 
ties, by whatever name they may be called. 

Itesolved^ That the foundation of this Union of States having 
been laid in, and its prosperity, expansion, and pre-eminent exam- 
ple in free government, built upon entire freedom of matters of 
religious concernment, and no respect of persons in regard to rank, 
or place of birth, no party can justly be deemed national, constitu* 
tional, or in accordance with American principles, which bases its 
exclusive organization upon religious opinions and accidental birth- 
place. And hence a politicsd crusade in the nineteenth century, 
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and in the United States of America, against Catholics and foreign- 
bom, is neither justified by the past history or future prospects of 
the country, nor in unison with the spirit of toleration and en- 
Kghtened freedom wMch peculiariy d^tinguishes the American 
system of popular government. 

Besolved^ That we reiterate with renewed energy of purpose 
the well considered declarations of former Conventions upon the 
sectional issue of domestic Slavery, and concerning the reserved 
rights of the Spates — 

1. That Congress has no power under the Constitution to inter- 
fere with or control the domestic institutions of the several States, 
and that all such States are the sole and proper judges of every- 
thing appertaining to their own affairs not prohibited by the Con- 
stitution ; that afl efforts of the Abolitionists or others made to 
induce Congress to interfere with questions of Slavery, or to take 
incipient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to lead to the 
most alarming and dangerous consequences; and that all such 
efforts have an inevitable tendency to diminish the happiness of 
the people and endanger the stability and permanency of the 
Union, and ought not to be countenanced by any friend of our 
political institutions. 

2. That the foregoing proposition covers and was intended to 
embrace the whole subject of Slavery agitation in Congress, and 
therefore the Democratic party of the Union, standing on this 
national platform, will abide by and adhere to a faithfrQ execution 
of the acts known as the Compromise measures, settled by the Con- 
gress of 1850 : "the act for reclaiming fugitives from service or 
labor included ;" which act being designed to carry out an express 
provision of the Constitution, can not, with fidelity thereto, be 
repealed or so changed as to destroy or impair its efiiciency. 

3. That the Democratic party will resist all attempts at renewing 
in Congress, or put of it, the agitation of the Slavery question, un- 
der whatever shape or color the attempt may be made. 

4. That the Democratic party will faithftilly abide by and uphold 
the principles laid down in the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions 
of 1792 and 1798, and in the report of Mr. Macfison to the Vir- 
ginia Legislature in 1799 — ^that it adopts these principles as con- 
stituting one of the main foundations of its political creed, and is 
resolved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and import. 

And that we may more distinctly meet the issue on which a 
sectional party, subsisting exclusively on Slavery agitation, now 
relies to test the fidelity of the people,. North and South, to the 
Constitution and the Union, 

1. Heaolvedy That claiining fellowship with and desiring the 
cooperation of all who regard the preservation of the Union under 
the Constitution as the paramount issue, and repudiating all 
sectional parties and platforms concerning domestic slavery, which 
seek to embroil the States and incite to treason and armed resist- 
ance to law in the territories, and whose avowed purpose, if con- 
summated, must end in civil war and disunion, the American De- 

2 
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mocracy recognize and adopt the principles contained in the 
organic laws establishing the territories of Nebraska and Kan- 
sas, as embodying the only sound and safe solution of the SJavery 
question, upon which the great national idea of the people of this 
whole country can repose in its determined conservation of the 
Union, and non-interference of Congress with Slavery in the terri- 
tories or in the District of Columbia. 

2. That this was the basis of the compromises of 1850, confirmed 
by both the Democratic and Whig parties in National Conventions, 
ratified by the people in the election of 1852, and 'rightly applied 
to the organization of the territories in 1 854. 

3. That by the uniform application of the Democratic principle 
to the organization of territories, and the admission of new 
States, with or without domestic Slavery, as they may elect, the 
equal rights of all the States will be preserved intact, the original 
compacts of the Constitution maintained inviolate, and the perpe- 
tuity and expansion of the Union insured to its utmost capacity of 
embracing, in peace and harmony, every future American State 
that may be constituted or annexed with a Republican form of 
government. 

Mesolved^ That we recognize the right of the people of all the 
territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, acting through the 
legally and fairly expressed will of the majority of the actual resi- 
dents, and whenever the number of their mhabitants justifies it, to 
form a Constitution, vsdth or without domestic slavery, and be ad- 
mitted into the Union upon terms of perfect equality with the 
other States. 

Resolved^ finally^ That, in view of the condition of the popular 
institutions in the Old World (and the dangerous tendencies of sec- 
tional agitation, combined with the attempt to enforce civil and 
religious disabilities against the rights of acquiring and enjoying 
citizenship in our own land,) a high and sacred duty is involved 
with increased responsibility upon the Democratic party of this 
country, as the party of the Union, to uphold and maintain the 
rights of every State, and thereby the union of the States — and to 
sustain and advance among us constitutional liberty, by continuinff 
to resist all monopolies and exclusive legislation for the benefit of 
the few at the expense of the many, and by a vigilant and constant 
adherence to those principles and compromises ofthe Constitution — 
which are broad enough and strong enough to embrace and up- 
hold the Union as it was, the Union as it is, and the Union as it 
shall be — ^in the fiill expression ofthe energies and capacity of this 
great and progressive people. 

1. Hesolvedj That there are questions connected with the foreign 
policy of this country which .are inferior to no domestic question 
whatever. The time has come for the people ofthe United States 
to declare themselves in favor of free seas, and progressive free 
trade throughout the world, and, by solenm maniiestations, to 
place their moral influence at the side of their successful example. 

2. JResolved, That our geographical and political position with 
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reference to the other States of this continent, no less than the 
interest of our commerce and the development of our growing 
power, requires that we should hold sacred the principles involved 
m the Monroe doctrine. Their bearing and import admit of no 
misconstruction, and should be applied with unbending rigidity. 

3. Mesolved^ That the great highway, which Nature as well as 
the assent of States most immediately interested in its maintenance 
has marked out for free communication between the Atlantic and 
the Pacific Oceans, constitutes one of the most important achieve- 
ments realized by the spirit of modem times, in the unconquerable 
energy of our people ; and that result would be secured by a 
timely and efficient exertion of the control which we have the right 
to claim over it, and no power on earth should be suffered to mi- 
pede or clog its progress by any interference with relations that it 
may suit our policy to establish between our Government and the 
governments of the States within whose dominions it Hes ; we can, 
under no circumstances, surrender our preponderance in the adjust- 
ment of all questions arising out of it. 

4. MeAolved^ That in view of so commanding an interest, the 
people of the TJnited States can not but sympathise with the efforts 
which are being made by the people of Central America to re- 
generate that portion of the continent which covers the passage 
across the inter-oceanic isthmus. 

5. JResolvedy That the Democratic party will expect of the next 
Administration that every proper effort be made to ensure our 
ascendency in the Gulf of Mexico, and to maintain permanent pro- 
tection to the great outlets through which are emptied into its 
waters the products raised out of the soil and the commodities 
created by the industry of the people of our Western valleys and 
of the Union at large. 



CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.- 



We the People of the XJnited States, in order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquillity, 
provide for the common Defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Pos- 
terity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

ARTICLE I. 

SECTION I. 

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con- 
gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

SECTION H 

1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members 
chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and 
the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite 
for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legis- 
lature. 

2. No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have at- 
tained to the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a 
Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be 
an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

3. Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several States which may be included within this Union, ac- 
cording to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined 
by admng to the whole Number of fi'ee Persons, including those 
bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration 
shall be made within three Years after tiie first Meeting of the 
Congress of the United States, and within every subse(juent Term 
of ten Years, in such manner as they shall by Law direct. The 
Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
Thousand, but each State shall have at least one Representative ; 
and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hamp- 
shire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode 
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Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New 
York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland, six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five. South Carolina 
five, and Georgia t&ee. 

4. When Vacancies happen in the Representation fi*om any 
State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue writs of Election 
to fill such Vacancies. 

5. The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and 
other Officers ; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

SECTION nL 

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereol^ for 
six Years ; and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of 
the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into 
three Classes, l^e Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be 
vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class 
at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the 
Expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen every 
second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or other- 
wise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Exe- 
cutive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next 
Meeting of the Legislature, which aball then fill such Vacancies. 

3. No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to 
the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant 
of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

4. The Vice President of the United States shall be President 
of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally 
divided. 

5. The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and siso a Presi- 
dent pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when \f 
he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. 

6. The Seriate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeach- 
ments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or 
Affirmation. When the President of the United States, is tried, 
the Chief Justice shall preside : And no Person shall be convicted 
without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 

Y. Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further 
than to removal fi'om Office, and Disqualification to hold and enjoy 
any Office of Honour, Trust or Profit under the United States : 
but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to 
Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment according to Law. 

SBOTioN rv. 

1. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Sena- 
tors and Representatives; shall be prescribed m each State by the 
Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law 
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make or alter such regulations, ei^cep^ as to the places of chusing 
Senators. 

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and 
such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unlesB 
they shall by Law appoint a different Day. 

SECTION Y. 

1. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall 
constitute a Quorum to do Business ; but a smaller Number may 
adjourn fi'om day to day, and may be authorized to compel the At- 
tendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such 
Penalties as each House may provide. 

2. Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, 
punish its Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Con- 
currence of two thirds, expel a Member. 

3. Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from 
time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their 
Judgment require Secrecy ; and the Yeas and Nays of the Mem- 
bers of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one 
fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal. 

4. Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without 
the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three Days, nor to 
any other place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

SECTION VI. 

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensa- 
tion for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of 
the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except 
Treason, Felony, and Breach of the Peace, be privileged froia 
Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective 
Houses, and in going to and returning from the same ; and for any 
Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in 
any other Place. 

2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for 
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the 
Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, or 
the Emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such - 
time ; and no Person holding Jtoy Office under the United States, 
shall be a Member of either House during his Continuance in 
Office. 

SECTION vn. 

1. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in thfe House of 
Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with 
Amendments as on other Bills. 

2. Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented 
to the President of the United States ; If he approve he shall sign 
it, but if not, he shall return it, with his Objections to that House 
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in whicli it shall halre Originated, who shall enter the Objections 
at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after 
such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass 
the Bill, it shaE b6 sent, together with the Objections, to the 
other House, by which it shdl likewise be reconsidered, and if 
approved by two thirds of that House, it shaU become a Law. But 
in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by 
Teas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and 
against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House 
respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President 
within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shaU have been pre- 
sented to him, the Same shall be a law, in like Manner as if he 
had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent 
its Return, in which Case it shaU not be a Law. 

3. Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence 
of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary 
(except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the 
President of the United States ; and before the Same shall take 
Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, 
shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in 
the Case of a Bill. 

SECTION vin. 

The Congress shall have Power 

1. To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay 
the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Wel- 
fare of the United States ; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall 
be uniform throughout the United States ; 

2. To borrow Money on the credit of the United States ; 

3. To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the 
several States, and with the Indian Tribes ; 

4. To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform 
Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United 
States ; 

6. To coin Money, regulate the Value thereoi^ and of foreign 
Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures ; 

6. To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securi- 
ties and current coin of the United States; 

I, To establish Post Offices and Post Roads ; 

8. To promote the progress of Science and useftil Arts, by secur- 
ing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive 
Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries ; 

9. To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court ; 

10. To define and punish Piracies and Felonies oonmiitted on 
the high Seas, and Of&nces against the Law of Nations; 

II. To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and 
make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water ; 

12. To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of 
Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Tears ; 

13. To provide and maintain a Navy ; 



24 OONSTTTUnON. 

14. To make Rules for the Goveminent and Regulation of th^ 
land and naval Forces ; 

16. To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws 
of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions ; 

16. To provide for organizing, armiug, and disciplining, the 
Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed 
in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respec- 
tively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of 
training the Militia according to the Discipline prescribed by 
Congress ; 

17. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, 
over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by 
Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, 
become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to 
exercise like Authority over all Places' purchased by the Consent 
of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the 
Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, Dock- Yards, and other 
needful Buildings ; — ^And 

18. To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

SECTION IX 

1. The Migration' or Importation of such Persons as any of the 
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be pro- 
hibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, but a Tax or Duty may be imposed on such 
Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

2. The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be sus- 
pended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public 
Safety may require it. 

3. No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

4. "No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in 
Proportion to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed 
to be taken. 

6. No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any 
State. 

6. No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Com- 
merce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another : 
nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, 
clear, or pay Duties in another. 

Y. No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Conse- 
quence of Appropriations made by Law ; and a regular Statement 
and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of 5l public Money 
shalL be published from time to time. 

8. No Title of Nobihty shall be granted by the United States : 
And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, 
shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any Present, 
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Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any Eong, 
Prince, or foreign State. 

SECTION X. 

1. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confedera* 
tion ; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal ; coin Money ; emit 
Bills of Credit ; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Ten- 
der in payment of Debts ; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post j&cto 
Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any 
Title of Nobihty. 

2. No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any 
Lnposts or Duties on Lnports or Exports, except what may be 
absolutely necessary for executing its inspection Laws: and the 
net Produce of all Duties and Lnposts, laid by any State on Ln- 
ports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United 
States ; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and 
Controul of the Congress. 

3. No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any 
Duty of Tonnase, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of f eace, 
enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with 
a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in 
such imminent Danger as will jiot admit of Delay. 

ARTICLE II. 

SECTION I. 

1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the 
United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the 
Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen 
for the same Term, be elected as follows : 

2. Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature 
thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole 
Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may 
be entitled in the Congress : but no Senator or Representative, or 
Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, 
shall be appointed an Elector. 

[* The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two 
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the 
Number of Votes for each ; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit 
sealed to the Seat of the Grovemment of the United States, directed to the President 
of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and 
House of Bepresentatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be 
counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, 
if such Number be a Majority, of the whole Number of Electors appointed ; and if 
there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of 
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of 
them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest 
on the List, the said House shall in like manner chuse the President. But in 
chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Bepresentation 

* This clause within brackets has been superseded and annulled by the 12tb 
amendment, on page 462. 
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ftom each State haying one Vote ; A Qnorom for this Purpose shall consist of a 
Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States 
shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, 
the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice 
President But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes^ the 
Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President] 

8. The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Elec- 
tors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes ; which 
Day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

4. JSTo Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the 
United States at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, 
shall be eligible to the Office of President ; neither shall any Per- 
son be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the 
Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident 
within the United States. 

5. In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of 
his Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and 
Duties of the said Office, the same shall devolve on the Vice Pre- 
sident, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Re- 
moval, Death, Resignation, or LiabiUty, both of the President and 
Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, 
and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disabihty be re- 
moved, or a President shall be elected. 

6. The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, 
a Compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished 
during the Period for which Ke shall have been elected, and he 
shall not receive within that Period, any other Emolument from 
the United States, or any of them. 

Y. Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take 
the fbllowing Oath or Affirmation : — 

" I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute 
" the Office of President oi the United States, and will to the best 
" of my Ability, preserve, protect and d-efend the Constitution of 
'*the United States." 

SECTION n. 

1. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, 
when called into the actual Service of the United States ; he may 
require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of 
the executive Departments, upon any subject relating to the Duties 
of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Re- 
prieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except 
m Cases of Impeachment. 

2. He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Se- 
nators^ present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with 
the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, 
other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, 
and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments 
are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shaiU be estab- 
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lished by Law : but tlhe Congress may by Law vest the Appoint- 
ment of such inferior Officers as they think proper, in the President 
alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

SECTION HL 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Liformation of 
the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration 
such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient ; he may, 
on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of 
them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with respect to 
the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as 
he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other 
public Ministers ; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithftdly 
executed, and shall Commission all the officers of the Umted 
States. 

SECTION lY. 

The President, Vice President, and all civil Officers of the 
United States, shall be removed from Office on Lnpeachment for, 
and Conviction of. Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 
Misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III. 

SECTION L 

The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may 
from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the 
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good 
Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, ft 
Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Contin- 
uance in Office. 

SECTION il. 

1. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and 
Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United 
States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their 
Authority ;-^to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public 
Ministers, and Consuls;— ^to all Cases of admiralty and maritime 
Jurisdiction ; — ^to Controversies to which the United States shall 
be a Party; — ^to Controversies between two or m^re States; — 
between a State and Citizens of another State ; — ^between Citizens 
of different States, — ^between Citizens of the same State claiming 
Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or 
the Citizens thereof and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

2. In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers 
and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme 
Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases 
before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdic- 
tion, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under 
such Regulations as the Congress shall make. 
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8. The Trial of all Cnmes, except in Cases of Lnpeaclunent) 
shall be by Jury ; and such TVial shall be held in the State where 
the said Crimes shall have been committed ; but when not com- 
mitted within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places 
as the Congress may by Law have directed. 

SECTION ni. 

1. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levy- 
ing War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving 
them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason 
unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, 
or on Confession in open Court. 

2. The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of 
Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of 
Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person at- 
tainted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SECTION L 

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public 
Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. 
And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in 
which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and 
the Effect thereof. 

SECTION n. 

1. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges 
and Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 

2. A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or 
other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another 
State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State 
having Juidsdiction of the Crime. 

8. No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the 
Laws thereoj^ escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of an;^ 
Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or 
Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the party to whom 
such Service or Labour may be due. 

SECTION m. 

1. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
TTnion ; but no new State shall be formed or erected within the 
Jurisdiction of any other State ; nor any State be formed by the 
Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the 
Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of 
the Congress. 

2. The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all 
needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other 
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Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this 
Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Clauns of 
the United Stiates, or of any particular State. 

SECTION IV. 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union 
a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them 
against Invasion ; and on application of the Legislature, or of the 
Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against 
domestic Violence. 

ARTICLE V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem 
it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on 
the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several 
States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, 
in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part 
of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three 
fourths of the several States, or by Conventions m three fourths 
thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be pro- 
posed by the Congress ; Provided that no Amendment which may 
be made prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight 
shall in any Manner afiect the first and fourm Clauses in the iN'inth 
Section of the first Article ; and that no State, without its Consent, 
shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE YT. 

1. All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before 
the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the 
United States under this Constitution, as under the Con^deration. 

2. This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which 
shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, 
shall be the supreme Law of the Land ; and the Judges in every 
State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or 
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

3. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the 
Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and 
judicial Officers, both of the United States and the several States, 
shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitu- 
tion ; but no religious Test shall ever be recjuired as a Qualification 
to any Office or public Trust under the Umted States. 

ARTICLE Vn. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be suffi- 
cient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States 
so ratifying the same. 
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Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States 
present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth 
In Witness .whereof We have hereunto subscribed our 
Names, 

GEO WASfflNGTON— 
Presidt and deputy from Virginia 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
John Langdon, Nicholas Giuml4n. 

IVIASSACHUSETTS. 

Nathaniel Goeham, Rufus King. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Wm. Saml. Johnson, Roger Sherman. 

NEW YORK. 

Alexander Hamilton. 

NEW JERSEY. 

Wil: Livingston, David Brearley, 

Wm. Paterson, Jona. Dayton. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

B. Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, 

RoBT. Morris, Geo : Clymer, 

Tho : FiTsiMONS, Jared Ingersoll, 

James Wilson, Gouv: Morris. 

DELAWARE. 

Geo : Read, Gunning Bedford, Jun'r, 

John Dickinson, Ricelard Bassjqit, 

Jaoo: Broom. 

MARYLAND. 

James M'Henry, Dan: of St. Thos. JenifkBi 

Danl. Carroll. 

VIRGINIA. 
John Blair, James Madison, Jr, 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
Wm. Blount, Rich'd Dobbs Spaight, 

Hu. WnxLucsoN. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
J. Rutledge, Charles Coteswobth Pinknbt, 

Charles Pinkney, Piescqep Butler. 

GEORGIA. 
William Few, A»b. Baw)win. 

Attest : WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 



ARTICLES 

In Addition to, and Amendment of, 
THE CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pwrsuant 

to {ke fifth article of the original Constitution. 

ARTICLE L 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit- 
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; 
dt the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Groyemment 
for a retoss of grievances. 

ARTICLE IL 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shaU not be infringed. 

ARTICLE HL 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the coDfient 
ot the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants 
shall be issued, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be 
seized. 

ARTICLE V. 

No person shall be held to answer for a ci^ital, or otherwise infamous crime, 
imless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising iii 
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same ofifence to be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall be compelled in any Criminal Case to be 
a witness against himself nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law ; uor shall private property be taken for public use, without juQt 
compensation. 

ARTICLE VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district, wherein the crime shall 
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation ; to be con- 
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have Compulsory process for obtaining 
Witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 
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ARTICLE Vn. 

In Suits at common law, "where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall bo preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, 
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according 
to the rules of the common law. 

ARTICLE Vin. 

Excessive baU shall not be required, nor excessive fines unposod, nor cruel and 
unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to 
deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

ARTICLE X. 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohib- 
ited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 

ARTICLE XL 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to al|y 
suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States 
by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any foreign State. 

ARTICLE XIL 

1. The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for Pre- 
sident and Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of tho 
same state with themselves ; they shall name in their ballots tho person voted for 
as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and 
they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all per- 
sons voted for as Vice President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists 
they shall sign and certify, and transmit scaled to the seat of the government of 
the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; — The President of tho 
Senate shall, in presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the 
certificates, and the votes shall then be counted ; — The person having the greatest 
number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a majority 
of the whole number of Electors appointed ; and if no person have such majority, 
then firom tho persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the l&t 
of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose imme- 
diately, by ballot, the President But in choosing the President, the votes shall be 
taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote ; a quorum for 
this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, 
and a majority of aU the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House 
of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall 
devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice- 
President shall act as President, as in the case of death or other constitutional dis- 
ability of the President 

2. The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be 
the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors 
appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers 
on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President ; a quorum for the purpose 
shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the 
whole number shall be necessary to a choice. 

3. But no person constitutionally inehgible to the oflice of President shall be 
eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 
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